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DEREHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

         
23rd September 2025 

 
At a meeting of the Heritage & Open Spaces Committee held at the Memorial Hall 
on Tuesday 23rd September 2025. 
 
Present: Councillors P Duigan (Chairman), Z Flint, A Greenwood, R Jamieson and  
P Morton. 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors L King, H King, and S Green, Deputy Town Clerk J 
Barron, Town Council Officer K Grant, Community Access Warden K Hawkins, and 
Jane Heyburn and Sara Flatt from Dereham Heritage Trust. 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence. 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Brooks. 
 
2. Declaration of Interest 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. To receive a report from Dereham Heritage Trust. 

Jane Heyburn and Sara Flatt from Dereham Heritage Trust presented their 
report of this year’s achievements and outlined their aspirations for 2026 and 
beyond.  

 
4. Update on footpath issues. 

The Community Access Warden, Ken Hawkins presented the report of his 
meeting with Frances Salway (NCC Countryside Access Officer) to the 
committee. 

  
Councillor P Duigan asked the Community Access Warden if he would 
contact Frances Salway quarterly and then arrange an annual face to face 
meeting. 
 

5.  Review of NCC’s Reporting System. 
The Community Access Warden, Ken Hawkins explained the difficulties he 
experienced while using NCC’s Reporting System.  Councillor Duigan 
suggested that colleagues be asked about their experiences while using this 
system, Ken Hawkins said that he was happy to sit and wait on this. 

 
6. To consider policy regarding bins. 
  

The committee recommended that if the Town Council continues to provide 
bins on land Breckland Council are responsible for, and that there should be 
a written agreement that Breckland Council (and any successor authority) 
will continue to empty the bins at their own expense (for the lifetime of the 
bin). 

 
7. To consider schemes for 2026/27 Parish Partnership. 
 

The committee recommended the following proposals for the Parish 
Partnership Scheme – 2026/2027 
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• Westfield Road opposite open space - £6,261 

• Girling Road Opposite Humbletoft Road - £4,353 

• Norwich Road west bound, 1 opposite Union Drift and 1 near 
Greenfield Road £7,344 (for both) 

 
Total cost to the Town Council £8,979 excluding VAT. 

 
8.  To consider Glebe Lands at Vicarage Meadows. 

Dereham town Council already lease land off the Diocese at Vicarage 
Meadows for £1 a year. The Diocese has approached the Town Council to 
inquire whether the Council would be minded to enter into discussions with 
regards to the Town Council taking over another piece of land, still within 
Diocese control (red on the plan below).  

 
While this land is currently open to the public, it is not public open space so 
could be fenced at any time to exclude public access. If the Town Council 
took control of the site, either through freehold or leasehold, then it could 
ensure the area remains open to the public.  
 

The committee recommended that the Town Clerk begin discussions with a 
view to taking control of the land in the future. Costed options would be 
brought back to this committee at some future date once discussions have 
concluded. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
      Chairman 


