*NOTE: In the case of non-members, this agenda is for information only

DEREHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Assembly Rooms, Riithen Place, Dereham, Norfolk NR19 2TX
Telephone: Dereham (01362) 693821 Fax: (01362) 693405
www.derehamtowncouncil.info E-mail:generalenquiries@derehamtowncouncil.org

22nd October 2026

To All Members of the Heritage and Open Spaces Committee
Councillors A Brooks, P Duigan, Z Flint, A Greenwood, R Jamieson, and P Morton.

Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Heritage and Open Spaces
Committee at the Memorial Hall, Dereham on Tuesday 27t October 2026 at 7pm to
consider the items on the Agenda below. All Councillors are welcome to attend the
above meeting even if they are not a member of the particular committee.

Yours faithfully

AW Heedham

Mr A N Needham
Town Clerk

Members requiring further information, or with specific questions, are asked to raise
these with the appropriate officer at least two working days before the meeting. If the
information requested is available, this will be provided, and reported to Council.

AGENDA
1. To receive apologies for absence.

2. Declaration of Interest

In accordance with the Localism Act 2011, Members are asked at this stage to
declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Other Registerable Interests; as
defined by the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council. Councillors shall
declare such interest as soon as it becomes apparent, disclosing the nature and
extent of those interests. Failure to disclose any Disclosable Pecuniary interests
or to knowingly give false or misleading information is a criminal offence under
section 34 of the Localism Act 2011.

S To receive a report from Dereham Heritage Trust.

4, To receive a report from the Community Access Warden.
5. To consider Parish Partnership Scheme options.

6. To consider regular cleaning of bus shelters.

7. To consider inspecting and decorating the Town Sign
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Dereham Heritage Trust
Heritage and Open Spaces Committee - 27th October 2026

Bishop Bonners Cottage Museum

We opened our doors on Friday 2nd May and closed on 26th September. The Museum was
formally opened by the Mayor and we had 60 visitors during the moming, discovering our new
displays for this year. Our main display related to Sport in Dereham and included a portrait of
Charles Wood, a world record holder runner (1886/7), loaned to us by Dertham Town Council.
The secondary display related to the Temperance Movement in Dereham. We continue to unify
our information boards and update our display cabinets.

In addition to our usual opening days we had two special events days:

Digging Dereham - we held this event over three days rather than one, due to its success last
year and took as its theme ‘Super Saxons.” Activities included mini excavations, object handling
and Saxon crafting. It also gave us the opportunity to display the Spong Pottery we hold in our
Archive and direct our visitors to St. Withburgas Well.

This is part of the Council for British Archaeology’s Festival of Archaeology.

Bonnie Take Over Day - Bonnie the Mouse took over the Museum for a day of crafts and
activities inspired by the Sport in Dereham exhibition.

We also offer pre-booked visits and this year Wymondham W.I. were welcomed - and enjoyed - a
guided tour of the cottages. A delightful group of 12 pre-schoolers from East Dereham Day
Nursery also visited and took part in a Bonnie the Mouse hunt! We also welcomed a small group
of visitors who had travelled on the Mid-Norfolk Railway and who asked if they could visit the
museum on a day we are normally closed.

Merchandise

In addition to our booklets and postcards, we have added tote bags and pens to our offering.
Local artist Clare Welfare has produced a limited edition of local art prints and these have proved
popular with visitors.

Community Engagement
Now we have a rather eye-catching gazebo, we are able to take part in more community
activities, whatever the weather, and this year we have taken part in:

Dereham Day
Dencora Family Funday



Small Charities Showcase at the Forum in Norwich
Valentines Day craft activities at Dereham Library

We were also able to take advantage of Dereham Town Councils Pop-Up for local charities and
we pitched our gazebo in the market place on 23rd June welcoming and chatting to visitors,
while enjoying some delicious cake.

Currently, we have a display at Dereham Windmill showcasing the history of Dereham and at the
end of November we have our ‘Big Book Sale’.

We are also invited to Community groups to give talks on a variety of local history topics and
this year we have been welcomed by Dereham Cancer Care, Swanton Morley Gardening Club
and Yaxham Friendship Group.

DHT is working with Gressenhall Museum helping with their research into Beech House and its
occupants, one of whom was John Allison - One Arm Jack - who lived in BBC.
We are also working with DTC with their proposed memorial to stillborn babies

Finally, we contribute to the Local History Corner in the Heart of Norfolk Advertiser.

Membership and Meetings

Membership of DHT holds steady at 86 members. Our monthly evening meetings average an
attendance of 40 who have listened to talks on a variety of subjects, including Chanter’s Jigge
who treated us to an evening of musical performance and historical entertainment.

A quarterly Newsletter is distributed to our membership.

We are also noticing an increase in enquiries from individuals who are researching their family
history and/or specific events which took place within the Dereham area which involves a family
member or building.

Heritage Open Days

With the permission of DTC we again opened the Assembly Rooms to the public for Heritage
Open Days alongside BBCM.

Displays within the Assembly Rooms included costumes worn at an ‘Assembly’ during the
Regency period, a display of fans and their language from our archives, explanations of the two
portraits, King George III and General Haig, and how the 1926 strike affected Dereham. There
were activities for children and the opportunity to take a ‘selfie’ within a gold picture frame
wearing a crown!



BBCM also welcomed visitors, many of whom had ‘chosen’ Dereham from the HOD’s Booklet
and were exploring the town over the day. St. Nicholas Church, the Museum and the Assembly
Rooms form an ideal ‘triangle’ of history.

Grants

DHT has been fortunate in receiving a grant from the Les Potter Trust of £500.

Norfolk Community Fund grant of £500 paid for Digging Dereham and Bonnie Takeover Day.
We are also in receipt of a grant via the ‘Love your Market Town’, which we are using for a
project entitled ‘A century of Footsteps.’

Summary

In total, over our whole season and including HOD’s, we have welcomed over 1,000 visitors,
adults and children. On event days and HOD’s there is free admission but donations are
welcomed.

The support of DTC is welcome both financially and in providing an archive room, and we value
the support given.

We are working towards the re-accreditation of BBCM with the support of Sue Booth, Museum
Development Officer Norfolk and hope this will be completed next year.

2027’s display will be a history of ‘Photography in Dereham’. This will give us the opportunity
to highlight the Skinner camera we have, as well as detailing the photographers of Dereham from
Victorian times onwards and the history/location of the buildings they occupied.

We would be unable to carry out any of the above without the selfless support and time our
invaluable volunteers provide. They are the friendly faces at the Museum welcoming visitors
and answering any questions, helping at our children's events and supporting the work of DHT.

Jane Heyburn
Trustee
Dereham Heritage Trust
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Dereham Town Counci! - Heritage and Ooen Spacas Committee - 27 October 2026

HERITAGE AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE - AGENDA NOTES

Dereham Town Council

Heritage and Open Spaces Committee — 27 October 2026

5. To consider Parish partnership scheme: options

Purpose: To consider which projects to take forward under the parish partnership scheme.

The Parish Partnership scheme is a grant scheme operated by Norfolk County Council which allows
parish councils to apply for up to 50% of the costs towards specific highways improvement. Two
suggestions have come forward so far.

Speed-activated sign or automatic speed watch camera

An additional SAM 2 speed activated sign or an automatic speed watch camera.

The automatic speed watch camera has significant advantages, as it captures a photograph of any
speeding vehicle that can then be passed to the Police. While some Police Authorities such as Thames
Valley and Hampshire have approved their use, Norfolk Police not yet approved the use of the auto
speed watch cameras. Clarification is still being sought on whether Norfolk Police would be happy to
approve.

The cost of the SAM 2 sign is £3,735 with blue tooth data download (there will be on costs to Dereham
Town Council to maintain and continually deploy).

The Automatic speed watch camera would be around £4,000. And would be deployed by speed watch
volunteers.

Bus shelters

The cost of each bus shelter is around £4,500. Four locations have been suggested:
e Shipdham Road — Westfield Road junction (northbound)
® George Elliot Way — Watersfield Road
® Yaxham Road — near Westfield Lane (one in each direction)

Konnect bus have been asked for data on usage of bus stops, in order to establish which stops in
Dereham are used most. Despite repeated chasing, Konnect have not responded to our emails.
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There is an opportunity to apply for other funding to for 100% of some of the bus shelters. The Town
Council was successful in applying for this funding last year.

6. To consider regular cleaning of bus shelters

Purpose: To decide whether bus shelters should be cleaned on a regular basis, and if so how frequently.

Two quotes were obtained for cleaning the bus shelters. The cheapest offered:

Service . Unit cost Total
Single clean of all shelter units £35 per unit £700
Subsequent cleans £25 per unit £500

The subsequent-clean rate applies provided the shelters are cleaned at least twice a year.

Recommendation: That Councillors decide whether bus shelters should be cleaned on a regular basis,
and if so, how frequently.

7. To consider inspecting and decorating the Town Sign

Purpose: To decide whether to extend the Assembly Rooms contract to include scaffolding and
inspection of the Town Sign.

The Town Sign has not had a formal inspection for at least 25 years. The decoration of the Assembly
Rooms has recently gone out to formal tender, with the lowest tender awarded the contract.

Councillors are asked to consider extending the Assembly Rooms contract to include erecting
scaffolding, to allow inspection, cleaning and painting of the structural work supporting the figures.

Once scaffolding is erected and inspections take place, other work may be identified, and a structural
engineer may need to be engaged to provide professional advice. Until access is established, it is difficult
to know the extent of any works required. The sign needs inspecting, and any work needed to ensure its
safety will have to be carried out. There is now an opportunity, with the current contractors in place, to
progress this work.

Under Financial Regulation 11.1(iv), the Council can extend an existing contract.

Recommendation: That the Committee approves extending the Assembly Rooms contract to include
scaffolding and inspection of the Town Sign, on the basis that the works are necessary for safety and
that the opportunity to act with the current contractors should not be lost.
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