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DEREHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

         
24th January 2023 

 
At a meeting of the Heritage & Open Spaces Committee held on Tuesday 24th 
January 2023 upon the rising of the Recreation Committee. 
 
Present: Councillors P Duigan (Chairman), H Clarke (substitute for C Bunting), K 
Cogman, P Morton and H King. 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors S Green and H Jones-Seymour, Town Clerk Tony 
Needham, Deputy Town Clerk Jillian Barron, Carolyn Coleman (aboutDereham), 
Fred Milk (former employee JJ Wright), Ken Hawkins (Community Access Warden), 
Peter Wade-Martins and Trevor Ogden (Dereham Heritage Trust). 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence. 
 Apologies for absence were received from A Brooks, C Bunting and  

L Monument. 
 
2. Declaration of Interest 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. To receive  a report on Wayfinding Phase 2. 
 Carolyn Coleman from aboutDereham gave an update on the Wayfinding 

phase 2 and continued by listing aboutDerehams priorities for action which 
included the removal of obsolete finger posts, repairs to the interpretation 
panel at Bishop Bonner’s Cottages, relocation of lectern at Neatherd Moor 
and the purchase of a slab to cover hole where the Christmas tree stands in 
the Market Place. 

 
4. To receive a report from the Dereham Heritage Trust. 
 Peter Wade-Martins and Trevor Ogden gave a report on Dereham Heritage 

Trust.  They advised that the Dereham Heritage Trust had recently purchased 
the Mitford Hundred Tipstave from the time of George lll and a Skinner 
camera which had been manufactured in Dereham; both are to be on display 
in the museum for the first time this year. Both of the purchased items were 
brought to the meeting for Councillors to view. 

 
5. To receive a report from the Community Access Warden. 
 Ken Hawkins presented his report on footpaths discussing the issues 

regarding FP2 and RB3, the Town Clerk said that he would take advice from 
NALC solicitors as to what further action could be taken. 

 It was agreed that the next step to be taken regarding FP26 would be to find 
out who is the owner of the track. 

 
6. To consider taking over Management responsibilities for the Neatherd 

from Breckland Council. 
  

The committee recommended that the Town Council take over the 
Management responsibilities for the Neatherd from Breckland Council with a 
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commuted sum of £120,000, commencing January 2024. Councillors felt 
that although the sum did not reflect the ongoing cost of management that 
Breckland Council would be passing over, it was still in the public interest 
for all responsibilities to sit with one authority. 

  
 The Clerk made Councilors aware that because Breckland Council do not 

inspect trees as frequently as the Town Council, there is likely to be a cost for 
tree work soon after the Town Council takes responsibility.  

  
7. To consider gritting routes. 
  

The committee recommended that the Town Clerk makes representation to 
Norfolk County Council to include all bus routes into gritting routes. 

 
8 To discuss ways to commemorate Queen Elizabeth ll. (Cllr King) 
  

The committee recommended that in order to commemorate Queen 
Elizabeth ll an avenue of trees in the new country park should be named 
after her. 

 
9. To confirm wording for J J Wright Plaque. (Cllr Duigan) 
 Mr Fred Milk a former employee if JJ Wright requested that the original 

wording be on the plaques and not the wording agreed at the Full Council 
meeting 8th March 2022. 

  

The committee recommended that wording for the J J Wright plaque should 
read as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 
        
 

 
Chairman 


