DEREHAM TOWN COUNCIL

24t June 2025

At a meeting of the Heritage & Open Spaces Committee held at the Memorial Hall
on Tuesday 24t June 2025.

Present: Councillors P Duigan (Chairman), Z Flint, A Greenwood, R Jamieson and
P Morton.

Also in attendance: Councillor H Clark, Town Clerk T Needham, Deputy Town Clerk
J Barron, Community Access Warden K Hawkins, and H Williams from Dereham
Heritage Trust.

1.

To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Brooks.

Declaration of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

To elect a Chairman.

Councillor A Greenwood proposed Councillor P Duigan, seconded by
Councillor Z Flint. There were no other nominations, it was agreed that
Councillor P Duigan be Chairman of the Heritage & Open Spaces
Committee 2025/26.

To elect a Vice Chairman.

Councillor P Morton proposed Councillor A Greenwood, seconded by
Councillor Z Flint. There were no other nominations, it was agreed that
Councillor A Greenwood be Vice Chairman of the Heritage & Open
Committee 2025/26.

To receive a report from Community Access Warden.

The Community Access Warden Mr Ken Hawkins presented his report to the
committee. He said that he had been having problems reporting issues on the
County Council website, but he would try again.

The committee recommended that County Councillor P Duigan:
a) arrange a meeting and a visit with County Officers regarding
maintenance issues raised at this meeting and previous Heritage &
Open Spaces committee meeting, with possible site visits.
b) investigate the functionality of reporting PROW issues on the County
Council website.

To receive a report from Dereham Heritage Trust.

Hilary Williams from Dereham Heritage Trust presented a report advising that
the museum at Bishop Bonners Cottages had opened on the 2" May and it
had been a well-attended event. The Heritage Trust had a presence at
Dereham Day and had received a visit from Radio Norfolk. Hilary continued
by listing various events that would be taking place which included a second

1



hand book stall at Tesco’s, Digging Dereham (Archaeology for Children), a
Community Wall Feature for local groups, monthly talks were still taking place
and finally Dereham Heritage Trust Facebook page now had over 400
followers.

To consider contributing to surfacing of the Neatherd Track.

The Neatherd is owned by Dereham Town Council with Breckland District
Council being the managers. Breckland Council’s management
responsibilities are limited, but one of their responsibilities relates to public
liability.

Breckland Council have resolved that, for public liability reasons, they need to
resurface the part of the Neatherd track which has previously been
tarmacked. Breckland Council have set aside £120k for this work and it is
estimated that to extend the work to tarmac the full extent of the track would
cost an additional £30,000.

The Council has already set aside £20,000 towards the surfacing of the track.
If the Council wished to proceed in partnership with Breckland Council, it
would need to allocate an additional £10,000 from the Building Capital
Repairs Budget. There is a risk that when tenders are returned the cost is
considerably more than is currently estimated, if so, then the Council will need
to take a view at that time.

The committee recommended that:
a) an additional £10,000 be allocated to the funds already allocated for
surfacing the Neatherd Track.
b) Residents are written to, to clarify maintenance responsibilities.
c) Breckland be consulted regarding recovering a proportion of the
costs from properties with private rights over the track.

Chairman



