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DEREHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

         
25th May 2021 

 
At a virtual meeting of the Heritage & Open Spaces Committee held on Tuesday 
25th May 2021 at 7.00pm 
 
Present: Councillors P Duigan (Chairman), A Brooks, C Bunting, K Cogman, L 
Monument and P Morton. 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors S Green, H Clarke, H King, Town Clerk Tony 
Needham, Town Council Officer Gemma Drew, Ken Hawkins (Footpath Warden). 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence. 
 There were no apologies for absence 
 
2. Declaration of Interest.   
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. To elect a Chairman  
 

Councillor L Monument proposed Councillor P Duigan, seconded by 
Councillor A Brooks. There were no other nominations, it was agreed that 
Councillor P Duigan be Chairman of the Heritage and Open Spaces 
Committee. 

 
4.  To elect a Vice Chairman 
 
 Councillor A Brooks proposed Councillor P Morton, however he was not 

present during the vote so this would be deferred to next Committee meeting. 
 
5. To receive report from the Footpaths Warden 
 

Ken Hawkins presented his report and explained the problems he is facing 
getting Norfolk County Council to address the issues on RB3. The Town 
Council will write to Norfolk County Council. Councillor P Duigan also agreed 
to set up a meeting with the Countryside Access Officer and Councillor W 
Richmond so these issues could be raised.  

 
The Town Clerk confirmed work had been completed today on Cherry Lane. 
 
In relation to RB37, Councillor P Duigan agreed to raise these issues during 
his meeting with the Countryside Access Officer.  
 
The Town Council will write to Breckland Planning regarding the path near 
Elizabeth House and push for this route to be added to the definitive map and 
to be added to a maintenance schedule. The Town Clerk added that in the 
interim the Town Council can arrange for it to be cut back over the summer. 

 
Councillor P Morton joined the meeting.  
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Councillor L Monument wondered if RB37 could be cleared by a few 
volunteers. Ken Hawkins explained that the vegetation isn’t too bad but the fly 
tipping is the bigger issue and would need heavier equipment.   
 
The Town Clerk explained that newer paths were never included within 
routine maintenance with Norfolk County Council,  Councillor P Duigan 
agreed to raise this with Highways.  
 
Ken Hawkins confirmed only a small number of paths are on the maintenance 
schedule and the rest are only dealt with when reported. The Town Clerk 
suggested laminated signs be put up encouraging public to report problems to 
Norfolk County Council.  
 
Councillor K Cogman highlighted how dangerous FP14a was with chicken 
wire and holes. Ken Hawkins explained Norfolk Trails are responsible for this 
area. They are aware of the problem and have begun repairs. The concern is 
that if pushed too hard they may choose to close the footpath as they have 
done at Rushmeadow. Councillor P Duigan will bring this up with the 
Countryside Access Officer.  
 
Ken Hawkins clarified that at 3.2 of his report it should have stated that 
Norfolk County Council’s value of volunteer time was £20 an hour and not £5 
an hour.  
 
Packs have been produced for short walks in Dereham and can be given to 
the Assembly Rooms once reopened. The Town Clerk confirming this would 
likely be July.  

 

The Committee recommended the Town Council write to Norfolk County 
Council regarding RB3 and RB39. 

 
As Councillor P Morton was now present, Councillor P Duigan returned to item 4 on 
the agenda.  
 

Councillor A Brooks proposed Councillor P Morton, seconded by Councillor 
L Monument. There were no other nominations, it was agreed that 
Councillor P Morton be Vice Chairman of the Heritage and Open Spaces 
Committee. 

 
6. To consider unclaimed PROW for the 2025 deadline 
 

This item was added to make new Councillors aware deadline was 
approaching and to begin thinking about which paths should be prioritised. 
Ken Hawkins confirming the Ramblers have a project called “Don’t Lose Your 
Way” who are checking viability of potential paths. Ideally every path should 
be registered. It is only cases built on evidence of historical documents where 
the deadline applies; evidence of usage claims can still be made. Legislation 
allows Government to delay deadline by up to 5 years.  
 
The Town Council will write to George Freeman requesting he ask the 
Government for the 5 year extension. The Town Council should also notify 
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Scarning Parish Council as a matter of courtesy regarding the possible path 
that leads to Daffy Green.  
 
The Town Clerk advised there are good websites with access to First Edition 
OS maps, which would assist with identifying potential paths. The links for 
these websites are:  

  
1st edition OS Maps 

 
  Don't Lose Your Way - Ramblers 
  

 

The Committee recommended the Town Council write to George Freeman 
requesting he ask the Government for a 5 year extension.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Chairman 

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=13&lat=52.73780&lon=0.93481&layers=1&b=1
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/dont-lose-your-way-2026.aspx

